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SECRET COPENHAGEN 3520 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, EC, DA 

SUBJECT: EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE AND THE PLO 
REF: BRUSSELS 9827 

1. DURING A DISCUSSION DECEMBER 13 OF FOREIGN MINISTER GULDBERG'S 
FORTHCOMING VISIT TO ISRAEL, POLCOUNS TOOK THE OCCASION TO CONVEY 
THE CONTENTS OF REFTEL TO MFA'S AMBASSADOR THORNING-PETERSEN, 
WHO HAS RECENTLY BEEN CHARGED WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR MIDDLE 
EASTERN AFFAIRS IN GENERAL AND THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE IN PARTICU- 
LAR. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE MESSAGE AND WOULD MAKE SURE IT 
WAS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF OTHERS CONCERNED IN 
THE DANISH GOVERNMENT. EMPHASIZING THAT HE WAS SPEAKING 
PERSONALLY, HE SAID HE WAS DISAPPOINTED TO LEARN THAT NEITHER 
THE US NOR ISRAEL HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE PLO, SINCE THAT 
ORGANIZATION "WAS NOT GOING TO GO AWAY." 
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2. THORNING-PETERSEN SAID THAT DENMARK SEES THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE 
AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A SERIOUS FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION 
BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE PLO WOULD 
HAVE NOTHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO SUCH A DISCUSSION. HE SAID THAT 
SOME OF THE ARABS (PARTICULARLY THE ALGERIANS) SEEM TO WANT TO 
"POLITICIZE" THE DIALOGUE, A COURSE THE FRENCH AND ITALIANS APPEAR 
MORE WILLING TO ACCEPT THAN THE DANES. HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING 
THAT, AT THE MOMENT, THE EUROPEANS ARE STILL ATTEMPTING TO 
REACH AGREEMENT AMONG THEMSELVES ON A COMMON POSITION. 
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